
The CPCA also allows us to 
network and have a general 
feel for what is going on in our 
industry.  

Itõs the Associationõs responsi-
bility to bring value to our 
member companies and to our 
industry as a whole.  Please let 
us know when we are doing 
things right, and when we 
could do things better.  If we 
all do things to the best of our 
ability, we will weather this 
economic storm and come out 
on the other side all the more 
strong for it.  

 

Buckle your 
seat belts.  
We may be 
in for a 
bumpy ride 
in 2009.  
Our indus-
try has had 

to endure shrinkage and the 
results of many mergers and 
acquisitions over the last few 
years.  The poor economy has 
caused many layoffs in any 
industry related to housing 
and automobiles.  It now 
seems that these effects have 
spilled over into just about 
most other parts of the econ-
omy. 

In such a climate, it seems all 
we can do is perform to the 
best of our abilities at the jobs 
we have.  I think it helps for 
companies and individuals to 
use the resources of agencies 
like the Chicago Paint and 

Coatings Association.  Though 
we are all separate companies 
and often are competitors, we 
are all affected by this eco-
nomic downturn in similar 
ways. 

I think it still makes sense to 
advertise.  Our potential cus-
tomers need to know who we 
are and what we offer that may 
help their businesses thrive.  
We publish an annual Coatings 
Business Directory that is a 
òwhoõs whoó in Chicago-land 
paint and coatings.  Companies 
have an opportunity to adver-
tise in this important publica-
tion.  

Regulations affect all of us in 
one way or another.  We are 
having a Regulatory Luncheon 

on February 17th, where we 
will keep our members ap-
prised of any new or upcoming 
issues that may have to ad-
dress. 

I attended this years Christmas 
party with great anticipation.  
The joint holiday party be-
tween the CPCA and CSCT 
was going to have Tim Clue a 
stand up comic from the area.  
I have heard Tim many times 
on WGN radio with Steve 
Cochran a local talk show host 

on from 4 until 7 PM on week-
days.  Steve himself is also a 
part time MC/Host/Stand up 
comic. Tim frequents the show 
in person or by telephone with 
Steve and is always entertain-
ing.  I decided that with our 
new attempt at making the 
newsletter and web site a place 

we hope you as members of 
the member companies visit at 
least once a month or two.  I 
wanted to do something differ-
ent from the past.  So I set out 
to get a few moments before 
his performance at the Christ-
mas Party and do an interview.  
My apologies to Tim if I 
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Q How did you get started ? 

Tim- it was 22 years ago dur-
ing the Comedy boom of the 
80õs and 90õs.  I was working 
on my masters and comedy 
clubs were all over the area.  I 
often would perform at arma-
ture night at the Roxy.  Youõd 
go there would go grab a 
number to get on stage and 
they would give you 10 min-
utes to do you show. 

 Q. Was comedy something 
that was just natural to you?  

Tim- Somewhat. Comedy 
though is an act of attrition  -
you have to do it for a long 
time with lots of failures. I did 
it for five years and had some 
miserable failures then all on 
the sudden you catch on fire. 

 

 Q. Who in the comedy busi-
ness influenced you?  

Tim- Wellé early on it was 
Cosby, Carlin then you dis-
cover Pryor and you delve off 
into other worlds and learn 
about Newhart, Andy Griffith 
who did stand up and Lenny 
Bruce. I had mentors like Sein-
feld, Bill Hicks and discovered 
Ellen DeGeneres and saw how 
a professional works. I was 
impressed with those who 
figured it out.  

Q. What is the most difficult 
part of doing stand -up? 

Tim ð Doing private events, 
company events is difficult.  I 
do clean comedy and how to 
make that work vs. the busi-
ness environment.  It can be 
challenging because you have 
to watch every word you say.  
Another would be finding 
good work.  Just getting on 
stage and breathing and think-
ing at the same time.  It took 
me five years to breathe and 
remember what I was going to 
say at the same time. 

 

Q. Where do your ideas come 
from? 

Tim - Comedy is comedy.  It 
stands the test of time.  People, 
politics, and pop culture like I -
Pods these are the things that 
keep comedy universal. 

 

Q. How has comedy changed? 

Tim - There are fewer places to 
perform. Why?  Because at one 
time there were too many 
places to perform and it be-
came saturated. Just like the 
marketplace it has its highs 
and lows.  Still it is cool to be a 
comic but it is no longer iné
Funny went to L.A. to get on 
TVéthat was the craze.     

Today sitcoms have also 
changed, there are no longer 
laugh tracks itõs an era that is 
moving away.  The art does 
not change.. performers 
change we just look at what is 
ironic, wrongé what is not 
right.  Comedy is timeless 
though, the source material 
might change but people still 
need something to rub 
against. 

 

Tim had a wonderful per-

formance at the Christmas 

party and was well received, 

it was great to talk to him.  

He even stayed later and 

talked with people in atten-

dance.  If you have never 

seen him before you should 

catch one of his future per-

formances.  You can see 

where Tim is performing by 

checking his web site: 

www.timclue.com    
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Comedian  

Tim Clue  

B r u s h  &  S p r a y   

The 2009  Directory & Buyerõs 

Guide is now available. 

Please call Brenda at 

 847-240-0102 if you have not 

received your copy. 

http://www.timclue.com/


òChristmas cheeró.   Brenda 

Svenneke, Greg McWright, 

Kevin DeRose and Dorothy 

Youngblood sold raffle tickets 

for the Education fund collecting 

a generous 

amount from our member s.  The 

$100 gift-card raffle prize was 

won by Shawn Kelly, Ace Hard-

ware Corp.  Guests dined on a 

delicious 5-course meal prior to 

the evenings entertainment of 

comedian Tim Clue (see article).  

Check for more photos on the 

website!  

 http://chicagopaint.org  
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The joint holiday 

party was held on Friday, De-

cember 5th at the Hyatt Wood-

field in Schaumburg.  

The Barry White jazz band wel-

comed guests with holiday mu-

sic that played throughout the 

cocktail hour .  A beautiful ice 

sculpture decorated the expan-

sive hors d'oeuvre  selection and 

the open bars provided more 

http://chicagopaint.org/

