
easy to be pessimistic, 

but through the murk 

there is still a bright fu-

ture! Americans are 

starting to save more 

than in years past.  We 

are paying down our 

debt and more people 

are living within their 

means.   

Since 1790, the U.S. has 

faced 47 different reces-

sions.  The Great De-

pression saw unemploy-

ment at roughly 25% 

while the Gross Domes-

tic Product (GDP) also 

dropped by 25%.  Amaz-

ingly we are still here.  It 

is one of the things that 

make this country so 

great.  We are a nation 

of survivors and we al-

ways recover.  The ques-

tion is are you ready for 

the recovery? It is easy 

to understand why the 

biggest surges in busi-

Are you a Pessimist or 

an Optimist? 

In the words of the late 

George Carlin, “Some 

people see a glass half 

full, others see a glass 

half empty…..  I see a 

glass that’s twice as big 

as it needs to be.”  

True, you don’t have to 

be “Johnny Raincloud” 

to realize that we are in 

a recession.  For most of 

us, sales are down, un-

employment is up and 

the recovery looks slug-

gish. However, if you 

listen to the media the 

current situation is dire. 

We are all doomed and 

there is no hope for the 

future. Of course we 

don’t actually believe 

that, but we watch with 

our eyes glued to the TV 

set.  Why? It is because 

we all love a train 

wreck. From the board 

room to the dining room 

it is all we can talk 

about.  We all have 

someone or perhaps a 

political party to blame.  

So, we have all the an-

swers, much like arm-

chair quarterbacks to get 

us out of this mess.  If 

only they would listen 

to us!  Why, we even 

have talk shows that 

thrive on negative news. 

Of course these pundits 

hope things don’t im-

prove or they will be 

joining the ranks of the 

unemployed.  Yes... it is 
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ness and the stock mar-

ket typically follow a 

recession, but if we 

wait until the recovery 

to plan for the future…

we’ve already missed 

the boat.  Now is the 

time we should be put-

ting in the efforts to 

develop contacts, leads, 

and do the networking 

needed not only for 

businesses but for our 

personal futures. 

As a result I cannot 

think of a better 

place to start than 

the CPCA.  

Over the last few 

years we have seen 

so many mergers 

and acquisitions 

that it’s hard to keep 

track of the teams, but 

the players have not 

changed.  I have al-

ways been impressed 

by the relationships 

and camaraderie that 

has developed between 

members of the CPCA.  

We need to foster those 

relationships and de-

velop new ones.  It is 

those relationships that 

not only help us in the 

good times but help us 

through the dark days 

as well. 

So yes, pessimism can 

be contagious but so 

can optimism. In addi-

tion optimism can lift 

our spirits, and that of 

those around us. Years 

from now we will be 

able to share our ex-

periences with our chil-

dren’s children as we 

bore them to tears with 

our tales of how we 

survived the economic 

collapse!  

Yes things will get bet-

ter.  I’m just not saying 

when.  

 

The weather was great 

and all participants en-

joyed a great round of 

golf, drinks, dinner and 

prizes.  

 To express our appre-

ciation of Bill’s contin-

ued commitment, he  

was presented a special 

gift.  A framed picture 

This year marked a mile-

stone for the CPCA as 

the 25th annual Golf 

Outing was held at Pop-

lar Creek! 

Since its inception, Bill 

Caprel, along with his 

committee members, 

have organized this suc-

cessful event. 

of a hole on one 

of his favorite 

golf courses.   

Please visit the 

website and 

check out all 

the photos.  

http://

chicagopaint.org/ 

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e  c o n t i n u e d … … .  

2 5 t h  A n n u a l  G o l f  O u t i n g  

P a g e  2  
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“light at the end 

of the tunnel” 
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in Joliet, IL. 

CPCA members and member compa-

nies make this day possible.  In addi-

tion to cash donations the paint used 

was donated by Ace Hardware and 

True Value.  The volunteers were also 

asked to bring non-perishable food 

items in order to stock the center’s  

food pantry.  Staff at the center indi-

cated the  need is so great that often 

these food items are gone in one day. 

The center was very thankful and the 

volunteers  who were treated to a 

party after all their hard work.  We 

look forward to viewing  the video of 

the event at the upcoming Fall Dinner 

Meeting.   

Co-chairs of the committee; Mark 

Leverone and David Bresnahan  are 

looking forward to planning next 

year’s 15th annual project!   Click to 

see pictures on the website! 

   http://chicagopaint.org/photos.html 

chosen by the association 
ǎǳŎƘ ά.Ŝǎǘ ¦ǎŜ ƻŦ /ƻƭƻǊ ŦƻǊ 
aǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ {ǳǊŦŀŎŜǎέΣ ά.Ŝǎǘ tǊƻπ
ŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅέ ŀƴŘ ά.Ŝǎǘ bƻƴ-
tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ tŀƛƴǘŜŘέ 
etc.  Eight winners were cho-
sen this year and one winner 
in Elgin was selected Grand 
Prize Winner.   All winners 
received a professionally pho-
tographed and framed pic-
ture of their home.  The 
grand prize winner also re-
ceived a special plaque. The 
dinner gave the winners the 

On Thursday October 28th 
aŀƎƎƛŀƴƻΩǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ƛƴ 
Schaumburg provided the 
setting for the 24th annual 
ά/ƘƛŎŀƎƻΩǎ CƛƴŜǎǘ tŀƛƴǘŜŘ [ŀπ
ŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ IŜǊ /ƻǳǊǘέ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ 
dinner.  

The dinner honored the own-
ers of the homes or busi-
nesses and the painters 
(professional or amateur) who 
painted their home or busi-
ness in the last year.  Homes 
are recognized for categories 

opportunity to talk about 
their winning homes.  Their 
stories often speak to the 
fondness of their homes or 
business and the new beauty 
brought about by the use of 
paint and color. 
color.                                          
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ 
Dennis Rodkin a columnist 
for  ά/ƘƛŎŀƎƻ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜέ ǿƘƻ 
also contributes to WGN and 
WBEZ radio and CLTV on 
cable.  Dennis gave an infor-
mative presentation on the 

seminar will most likely be 

held again in the Schaumburg 

area in April of 2011.  As in 

the past, the course is ex-

pected  to be comprised of 

two courses for beginners and 

advanced.   

More information to follow. 

2010 Scholarship Winners: 

Elise Boyd, daughter of Doug 

Boyd, Ace Hardware Corp. 

Kristen Davies, daughter of 

Kimberly Newman, Ashland 

Chemical. 

Jillian Kiekow, daughter of  

Mike Kiekow, W C Richards 

Paint Co. 

 

The 2nd White Sox Patio party 

was held on Thursday, June 

3rd.  It was a great success 

with 128 attendees!!  The 

profit from this event goes 

towards the CPCA & CSCT 

Education Fund.   This year 

over $3,500 was raised!  

In addition to this event, the 

Education Committee is draft-

ing a schedule to host another 

Windy City Seminar.  The 
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òThe mediocre 

teacher tells.  The 

good teacher 

explains. The 

superior teacher 

demonstrates.  The 

great teacher 

inspires.ó Wm. A. Ward  

On July 31st, over 80 volunteers came 

out to assist the Community Rela-

tions Committee with it’s 14th an-

nual  project to “Paint A Brighter 

Chicago”.  

The beneficiary of this year’s effort 

was the Spanish Community Center 

changes and history of 
housing in the Chicago 
area  from the great Chi-
cago Fire.  Chicago offers 
unique architecture to its 
housing not seen any-
where else in the country 
from gray stones, and prai-
rie style housing to its fa-
mous bungalows.  

Next year will mark the 
25th anniversary of the 
contest!  

 

http://chicagopaint.org/


1701 Woodfield Road 

Suite 205 

Schaumburg, IL  60173 

Phone (847) 240-0102 

Fax     (847) 240-0103 

Email: director@chicagopaint.org 

C h i c a g o  P a i n t  &  C o a t i n g s  A s s o c i a t i o n  

 

The Chicago Trade Association of Paint & Coatings 

Manufacturers and the Industry's Leading Suppliers. 

WE’RE ON THE WEB! 

WWW.CHICAGOPAINT.ORG 
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